
Atherton Organic Roadshow

Details:

The Biological Farmers of Australia & Seasol proudly present

RSVP ASAP to avoid disappointment
Organic Roadshow Atherton Tablelands, QLD 
When: 8.30am – 4.00pm, Saturday May 8, 2010
Where:Atherton International Club, Kennedy Hwy, Atherton 
RSVP:  Wednesday May 5, 2010 
Ph: 07 3350 5716 ext. 232 or (07) 4095 4688 (Elders Tolga) 
Fax: 07 3350 5996 
Email: events@bfa.com.au / or go to www.bfa.com.au 
 to download a booking form.

Agenda:
8.30     REGISTRATION / ASSEMBLY
9.00	 •	Opening	Address;	Doug Haas, Chairman, BFA
9.10	 •	Managing	healthy	soils	for	viable	agriculture:	Dr Maarten Stapper, Director,   
 BioLogic AgFood
11am  MORNING TEA
11.15	 •	Understanding	crop	nutrition:	Dr Ross Coventry, Managing Director, Soil   
 Horizons Pty Ltd
 •	Silica,	a	beneficial	element:	Robert Drewitt, Independent Agronomist
 •	Biological		Inputs;	the	benefits	of	kelp:	Rick Keene, State Representative, Seasol
1.00  LUNCH
2.00	 •	Saving	costs	with	soil	biology:	Paul Taylor, Managing Director, Trust Nature
	 •	From	the	ground	up	-	understanding	farm	to	market:	Robert Watson, CEO,   
 Mungalli Creek Dairy
 •	Certification	&	standards	requirements: Doug Haas, Chairman, BFA
 •	Open	Forum,	facilitated	by Doug Haas, Chairman, BFA 
 4.00 CLOSE

Cost: Thanks to our sponsors the 
roadshow is free to attend other 
than a small catering charge 
for	 an	 all-organic	 menu	 which	
won’t disappoint the foodies!  

BFA Members: $35 Members 
pre payment ($40 on the day)  

Non-BFA Members: $45	Non-members	
pre payment ($50 on the day)

Saturday May 8, 2010



ABOUT THE SPEAKERS

www.bfa.com.auBFA thanks the following sponsors for their support:

To register your details for the Atherton Roadshow or any other BFA events, please contact the BFA on 
07 3350 5716 ext 232 or email events@bfa.com.au.

Dr Maarten Stapper 
Director, BioLogic AgFood 

Dr Maarten Stapper began a career in 
science and agriculture more than 40 years 
ago and is an expert agronomist across 
a wide spectrum of agricultural areas 
including wheat agronomy and the use 
of information technology in farming. Dr 
Stapper says soil health is not just about the 

environment	-	it	is	also	about	profitable	farming;	lowering	
inputs and associated costs, making plants and land 
more	resilient	and	efficient	and	utilising	natural	resources	
for increased productivity. A former senior scientist with 
CSIRO,	Dr	 Stapper	will	 share	his	 knowledge	on	how	 to	
make the most of soils using alternative farming methods 
to ‘hard chemical’ applications.

Paul Taylor 
Managing Director, Trust Nature

Paul	 Taylor’s	mantra	 is,	 “Put	 life	back	 into	 the	soil	and	profit	and	enjoyment	back	 into	
farming.” His specialty is holistic farm management, with a special focus on family farms, 
which he says are in crisis in Australia. Mr Taylor will discuss soil biology, making compost 
and	using	compost	 teas,	working	 from	 the	wisdom	 that	beneficial	 soil	microbes	make	
healthy soil and healthy plants and save on the cost of inputs. 

Mr Taylor observes that the main contact that many farmers have with their land is “to drive over it on 
machinery	or	walk	across	it	to	get	somewhere	else”.		He	will	address	farm	co-operation,	community	co-
operation and inspiring young people to connect with the land and stay on the farm. 

Dr Ross Coventry
Managing Director, BioLogic AgFood

Dr	Ross	Coventry	graduated	from	the	Australian	National	University	(ANU)	with	a	Bachelor	
of Science (Honours) and a PhD in geology, chemistry, and soil science.  He has 35 years 
experience	working	with	soils	in	North	Queensland,	firstly	as	a	research	scientist	with	CSIRO	
Division	of	Soils,	Townsville;	and	subsequently	as	an	Associate	Professor	(Soil	Science)	at	James	
Cook	University.		He	is	currently	the	Managing	Director	of	Soil	Horizons	Pty	Ltd,	a	Townsville-
based company that specialises in soil survey, soil and site assessments, and developing soil 
management strategies for better plant growth. 

Atherton Organic Roadshow
The Biological Farmers of Australia & Seasol proudly present

Who should attend? Roadshows are open 
to all interested in seeking the latest information 
on biological production systems and organic/ 
biodynamic food and farming. The event is an 
excellent opportunity for those who want to make 
key contacts and network with industry members 
and is an opportunity to view trade displays of 
companies supplying organic ‘allowed inputs’ 
and related products and services. Consisting of 
brief and practical talks, regardless of your type 
of business, you will gain an insight into biological 
farming systems and the entire organic supply 
chain.

Where to stay? For accommodation in 
Atherton, please visit the Atherton Information 
Centre on the corner of Main & Silo Roads, 
Atherton. Ph (07) 4091 4222 / (07) 4091 7394. 
E:	athinfocentre@trc.qld.gov.au;	
W:	www.athertoninformationcentre.com.au 


