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Organic producers forced to find innovative alternatives to labelling and packaging for fruit separation are leading the way in new technology adaptation. 
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From next month, organic avocados from Googa Farms in QLD will be the first fruit in Australia ever to be labelled with light laser technology. 

The light laser machine – the only one of its kind in Australia - uses natural light technology to remove a layer of pigment from fresh produce, etching a fine permanent mark that cannot be tampered with or swapped for conventional product stickers in-store. 

“Basically we were told by major retailers that if we didn’t come up with an alternative to stickers for loose produce, we would have to package our fresh food  in layers of plastic packaging to keep it separate from conventional items” says Anthony Beutel, Director of Googa Farms. 

“It was a huge problem – people were tampering with stickers and there was often substantially less organic goods being scanned through checkouts than we were supplying, which affected the volume we were then asked to re-supply”. 

He says he and business partner brother David decided to investigate laser technology because plastic wrapping did not follow the principles of sustainable agriculture. 

“It’s not good for the environment and a consumer looking for good, nutritious, fresh food does not want layers of plastic they have to immediately dispose of”.  

Retailers are supportive of the idea having run their own trials to ensure the technology does not affect the eating quality or longevity of the fruit, and Anthony is confident the labels will be accepted by consumers. 

“The only effects we’ve noticed is a very light dehydrated depression – about .5mm worth – which can accumulate around the lasered print. There is absolutely nothing that impacts on the flesh or quality of the product. However, we will be printing a brochure to inform consumers of what the technology is and why we’re using it – ultimately it’s to their benefit, it’s a fool-proof way of preserving organic product integrity”. 

“There’s no other fruit in Australia stocked in retailers like this – it’s very exciting”. 

The machine eliminates what Anthony says can amount to significant expenditure on adhesive and stickers which often do not stay on fresh produce in freezers and freight. 

“The initial set-up cost – the price of the machine itself – is substantial but after that it operates on the same energy as a 100 watt light-bulb and is capable of labelling up to 14 pieces of fruit a second. It’s environmentally friendly and considerably less time consuming than stickers”. 

He says the machine receives words and label instructions loaded onto a computer, allowing label design to be changed relatively easily with no waste label stock leftover.  

The laser technology hails from the US and was installed in Australia with help from New Zealand, where it is currently being used by conventional growers.  
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